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WHAT IS SATELLITE SYSTEM? 
A satellite performs like a microwave tower on top of a building or hill except 
that the microwave is 22.300 miles up in the sky. 
It is said to be in “geostationary” orbit and is, in effect, stationary. 
It orbits continuously in exactly the same place in relation to the earth, its 
movement being balanced by gravity. 
As used in teleconfencing, the satellite system has three principle parts: 

1- The uplink. The uplink takes a signal from the meeting site 
and sends it to a satellite. 
2-The satellite. The satellite receives a signal from the uplink, 
amplifies it, and sends it on. 
3-The downlink.  The downlink receives a signal from the 
satellite and transmits it to the meeting site. 

As of 1982, there were 12 operating satellites.  Each had to 24 channels or 
“transponders.” In total, the 12 existing satellites had 2.2 channels. 
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