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The text : 

The Robots Are Coming 

By John Lanchester 
For many years the problem with robots has been that computers are very good 

at things we find difficult but very bad at things we find easy. They are brilliant at 

chess but terrible at the cognitive skills we take for granted, one of the most 

important being something scientists call SLAM, for ‘simultaneous localisation 

and mapping’: the ability to look at a space and see it and know how to move 

through it, all simultaneously, and with good recall. That, and other skills essential 

to advanced robotics, is something computers are useless at. A robot chess 

player can thrash the best chess player in the world, but can’t (or couldn’t) match 

the motor and perceptual skills of a one-year-old baby. A famous demonstration 

of the principle came in 2006, when scientists at Honda staged a public unveiling 

of their amazing new healthcare robot, the Asimo. Asimo is short (4’3”) and 

white with a black facemask and a metal backpack. It resembles an unusually small 

astronaut. Asimo advances towards a staircase and starts climbing while turning 

his face towards the audience as if to say, with a Bender from Futurama, ‘check 

out my shiny metal body’. He goes up two steps and then falls over. Tittering 

ensues. It is evident that a new day in robotics has not yet dawned. 

‘The robots will only eat all the jobs if we decide to let them,’ This is surely 

mistaken. We might as well say: ‘Devastating climate change will only happen if 

we decide to let it.’ There seem to be psychological forces we cannot control 

that prevent collective action, even when we are aware of the problems that are 

about to clobber us (and of their solutions). The likely consequences of 

developments in artificial intelligence and robotics become clearer by the day, 

but the likelihood of governments doing anything to address them is close to 

zero. Why? it nails that the main reason is money. Just as preventing climate 

change means spending trillions today for no immediate profit, so machine 

intelligence promises more money (to a few) than Croesus could have dreamed 

of. 

https://www.lrb.co.uk/contributors/john-lanchester
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Questions  
Text comprehension: 

- Give another title to the text. 

- What was the most challenging advanced robots even after creating a 

robot chess player that can thrash any chess master of the world?  

- “The robots will only eat all the jobs…” is that true? justify your response. 

Language mastering: 

- Give the synonym of these word: intelligent, defeat. 

- Give the antonym of these world: stand up, probably. 

Translation 

- Translate the following words into French : chess, perceptual skills. 

- Put the following words in the right type of vowels: player, towards, out, 

good, look, take, bad. 

Short Long diphthongs Triphthongs 

    
 


