23. Weak and Strong Form

Objectives: To tell learners that unlike content words, which have one form of
pronunciation, function words can be pronounced in two different ways: stressed and
unstressed. Additionally, the practice of the weak form in speech enables leaners to
understand natural and native-like wayo f communication, and to be well-understood by
natives as well.

We can divide words into two classes: function words and content words. The former

refers to "words whose sole function is to signal grammatical relationships (a role which is
claimed for such words as of, to and the in English); the latter refers to words which have
lexical meaning, i.e. they have semantic content™ (Crystal, 2008, p. 279), such as verbs,
nouns, adjectives. Function or grammatical words usually have two types of pronunciation.
They are stressed when they are pronounced in isolation; however, when they form a part of
connected speech, these words are mostly unstressed. Roach (2000) identifies two main
reasons for learning to use, and knowing about weak forms:

First most native speakers of English find an "all-strong form™ pronunciation unnatural and
foreign-sounding, something that most learners would wish to avoid. Second and more
importantly, speakers who are not familiar with the use of weak forms are likely to have
difficulty understanding who do use weak forms; since practically all native speakers...use
them, leaners of language need to learn about these weak form to help them to understand
what they hear (p. 112).

Now for the sake of facilitating things to students, let us organize function words into three
tables. Table (16) includes auxiliaries and models (am are be been is was were had has have
do does can could must shall should will would); in Table (17) we include pronouns, and
(he, her, him, his, me, she, that, them, us, we, who, you) Table (18) includes prepositions,
conjunctions, articles, some titles, and adverbs of place (a, an, the, and, as, at, but, for, from,

not, of, Saint, Sir, some, than, there, to).



Table 16 Anxiliaries and MModels
Words Strong Form WWeak Fornm
Anxiliaries be S have' do
At s 0 | =] 11
are a: 2+cf ar+w

e - bx
been bi:n b

15 | sz
wWas WDE Waz
were W WaCSwrarw
Tad ha=d hod 2d d
has hae=z ho= 2Z E S
hawve haew hawv aw W
do s dotw  dasc
does daz daz Z =

Models

CaT kaen kn keen
coald ksd kd kad
mmest A st mast 1S
shall J==1 J1 J=1
should Vesa Ja Jaa
wrill izl 21 1 1
wwroald wrrsd wad, od d

23.1. Auxiliaries and Models
| am sending you a letter

aram 'sendiy ju @ 'leto

you are happy are not you?

ju @ "haepi @ not ju:?

They will be there soon

der wil bx deo su:n

der al bx dea su:n

you will go to school on foot

ju wil gou ta sku:l on fot

ju'l gou ta sku:l on fout

She will be there on Monday

Ji wil bz dear on ‘mander

It was the best documentary | have ever seen

it waz 09 best dokjo 'mentarr ar hav "eva si:n
1t waz 09 best dokju 'mentorr ar 8v "eva si:n

How were they?




hau wo der?

How many books had he authored?
hau 'menr buks had hx '0:0ad?

Do they speak French?

du der spi:k frent?

She does not attend the morning sessions
Ji daz not o'tend 8o "'mo:niy ‘sefanz
How can | call them?

haov kan ar ko:l dem?

hao kn a1 ko:l dem?

Could you pass me that book?

kad ju pa:s mr dat buk?

Should I invite them to the party?
Jad a1 in'varit dam ta da 'pa:ti?

Jd arin'vart am te da ‘pa:ti?

Shall we propose this idea in the conference?
Jal w1 pro’poavz dis ar'dio In 9@ 'konforons?
Shall | propose this idea in the conference?
Jol a1 pro’pouvz d1s ar'dio 1n 3@ 'konfarans?
Jl a1 pro’pouz d1s ar'dio 1n 3@ 'konfarans?
Would you give me a lift to the market?

wad ju giv mz a lift te d@ ‘'ma:kit?

They must leave now

der mast li:v nav

der mas li:v nao



Table 17: Pronouns
Words Strong Form Weak Form
he hi: h 1, 1
her hs: ha(r)}+v. 3:(r)+v.
a(r+v
him hrm m
his hrz IZ
me mi: mi
she Ii I
that At dat
them dem dam. am m
us AS 2%, 5
we Wi WL
who Im: ho, w, ©
Vou T U

23.2. Examples of Pronouns in Weak Form

he is as tall as me

h1 z 8z to:l @z mi:

11z 9z to:l @z mi:

1z 9z to:l @z mi:

The manager can see her in three hours time

09 ‘'meanidzo kan si: har mn Ori: "avoz taim

09 ‘'manidzo kan si: ar 1n Ori: 'avaz taim

09 ‘'meanidzo kan si: 3:r i Ori: "‘avaz taim

Would you send him this message?

wad ju send Im 015 'MesSidz?

This is his car

01S 1Z 17 Ka:

They informed me that the tax income has not been paid
der in'fo:md mi dat da teeks 'inkam haz not bzn perd
The teacher is explainig the lesson to us

09 'ti:ffo z ekspleiniy 6@ 'lesn tu As

Call us tonight

ko:l @s ta'nart

Who has read the whole novel?
hu haz red 0@ haul 'noval?
u: 8z red 09 hool 'npval?

call them all



ko:l dam o:l
ko:l am o:l

ko:Im o:l

Table 18: Articles/prepositions/ conjunctions/adjectives

Articles/prepositions’ conjunctions/adj
Words Strong Form Weak Form

a el a

an 1l 2L 0

the Ai: dr+v dac
and end and, nd. n

as xz 3z

at &t at

Tt bt bot

for o fate forsv fitw
from fiom fram  firim
not not nt n

of 135 IV 2
Saint seint sanf snf san sn

Sir 53 SaC sartv
s0Mme SATI 53 5
than dEn dan dn
there dea(r) da

to tu: ta

23.3. Articles/prepositions/ conjunctions/adjectives
| have read an interesting article
ar hav red an 'mtristiy "a:tikl
He speaks English and French fluently
hz spi:ks ‘'mglifand frend "flu(:)antli
hz spi:ks ‘'mgli nd freng "flu(:)antli
hzx spi:ks ‘mgli/ n freng flu(:)antli
Look at the board
luk ot da bo:d
luk @ da bo:d
She is a good student, but she does not attend all the courses
Ji z @ gud ‘stju:dent, bat [i doz not o'tend o:1 @ 'ko:siz
Good bye for now
gud bar fa nav
Would you give me a piece of paper



wad ju giv mI @ pi:s av 'peips
wad ju giv mI @ pi:S Vv ‘peips
wad ju giv mI @ pi:S @ 'peips
ar hav kam from "mglond

ar av kam fram "mglond

23.4. Exceptions

Phoneticians delineate four situations where we can use strong form instead of weak form in
connected speech:

a) When the function words occur at end of a sentence: wea ar jo from?

b) When there is a contrast between two weak forms in the same utterance: /ai traevl tu: an
from Iandan bai bas/

¢) When a weak form is stressed for the purpose of emphasis: ju: mast kam f3:st.

d) When we cite weak forms in our speech: wi mas pronaons da w3:d 'ken' in wi:k fo:m



23.5. Practice: Transcribe the following sentences according to the criteria of the weak
form.

Objective: To measure the extent to which leaners can use weak and strong form.

1- 1AM A POSIMAN .. e

2- She does NOt COME ONTIME ...t e
3-Heisleaving arly today ..........coiiriiiiii i
4- They speak Englishand French ...,
5- The door IS 0pen; YOU Can COME N ... ..oiri ittt et e
6- ThiSISYOUr bOOK ...
7-They are MY NEPNEWS ... ..o e e e e
8-Youareastall 8SMe ...

O- The boys are at NOME NOW ..ot e e
10- Should I be there by Nine 0'ClOCK? ...
11- Can they speak English fluently? ...,
12- She hasneverbeento England ...
13- I speak English, but I do not speak Italian. .................oooiiii
14- Could YoU Nl Me 7 .o
15- Would she attend the meeting? ..o,
16- T amwaiting fOr YOU. ..o e
17- Would give me apiece of chalk? ...
18- They have just arrived from Britain. ...,
19- We had just phoned them ... ..o
20- Look at her; sheistalkingto him ... ... i
21- Youmust call the pOlIiCe ......c.oiniii

22- Shall 1tell you the STOry? ... e,
23- We shall not take care of them ... ...
24- He haS gONE DY Car ..o
25- She was with us inthe meeting ..........ooooiiiiiiii e
26- Who haswon the match? ..o



