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*Strong
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* Weak
syllables







How these
weak sylables
are
pronounced

Where they
occur in
English













Strong

syllables are
stressed

Weak
syllables are
unstressed







/betd/

/haepi/
- /Oankju/




VB ' find weak syllables in
worasinal position with a coda
fthe vowel is o

/90pOn/




psideaword, we can find the
AUOVEWOWeIS acting as peaks
W OOas 1N weak syllables
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tograph” /foUtogro:f/
" ® “influence” /Infludns/
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PHONOLOGY
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TAMARA CABRERA
GENNY NAZARENO
VANESSA SISALEMA
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THE VOWEL
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The vowel 2
“Ischwa)”

-y
L d

Ihe most
frequently

- occurring vowed

{{ in English

It is generally
Is always described as

associated laxahat i, not

whit weak articulated
sy lables with much

w"




The vowel 2
“schwa”

E;amples

# Note - Not all weak syllables contamn
A though many do.




The vowel 2 (“schwa”)

Learners of English need 10
'l‘.ﬂl\ whery F R .x;",‘lu;'ﬂd“‘
and where it 1s nol

We have o uwe
information that We must consider
traditional phonemic spelling
theory
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| a’; strong
pronunciation would

have @




* barracks™

** character” /




| ,4 velt with «ar»; strong
pronunciation would have

¢ |J)
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10N archy” J

“molar”




'/;\' ectives endings spelt
“ ate”; strong
pronunciation would

~ have e1




'olate” (although
fere are exceptions to this:
l ‘p ate” 1S usually










' .'_ '-.‘,’;j thith “Ol'”;
strong pronunciation

-~ would have 2:










“settlemen
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violet'
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perhaps®
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“stronge
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Spelt with
pronunciatior





































Vowels in Questions:

They sound like [1] and

[UI] when they precede
another vowel.







Possibilities, using
our symbols:

’

“easy” ”busy
ul.

|1:21: | |blzi:]
|

11:z1| ‘ | blzl]
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p051tion A

after one or1
conson letter

py> pi
o L 9 > [v li

o 4




In morpheme-’-’ inal pos
when such wo iL, .f;
suffixes beginning wi
vowels. ’

F

po]

[i:z19]




In the pre -V‘

spelt ‘re’ ,' >

precedes a vOw
untressed.

[krielt]

2ate>
[dia0 darant]




In the suffixes :"1ate’, ‘lous’,
when they have two
syllables




[n the following words
when unstressed:

‘he’, “she’, ‘we’, ‘me’, ‘be’
and the word ‘the’ when it
precedes a vowel.










This vo '*s
before a \,..f;. o e alh

(.

uation>[lv ' kjud/n]

nfluenza> [Influenzs]







7 Small vertica
Syllables in mark (,) to
7 peak of the R
whlfh no svilable inatal indicate that a
vowel is found. of the e consonant is
svllabic.

| stands as the













Don't have the
‘\”q‘l"( ’

coddling’ (denve
d from the verd

codddle’)

codling’ (meanin
4 “small
codd’, derived l'\
adding the suffix
‘Tmg to ‘cod’

Show a contrast
between ."_\'u.)bu
and non- syllabic

« uddlmg'
‘codling’






A close back rounded vowel

BBC ACCENT | instead (e.g. bottle” botu)







Syllabic n

‘ the syllabic nasals, the most frequently found and the most important is o




When should it be promounced!




A gemeral e coukd be made that weak selables which on

phonclogicay composed of 2 plosive o frcatve consonnt plUs 28 &% uncomman
excent i indal position in the woeds




‘tonight’ tofijuit,

‘canary’ kdnpori,

‘fanatic’ l'.ld.rt 19

'sonata’ sanu:t>




medually and finally

‘threaten’, Oretn,
P

threatening' Ore (r:i 13

{ we find much more commonly 2 sylabic




[0 pronounce » vowel before the nasal comonant would sound strange (or ot
S best over-careful) in the BBC accent




Syllabic n

s most common after aveolar plosives and fricatives

followed by n the plosive is nasally released by lowering the soft palate




‘caten’ i:('—n') the tongue does not move

40 e i owee at the nd of 1 0 tat compresed i e tooughte e



We do not usually find o after

'sullen’ salan

Christian' 2 kris(on

Pigeon’ as padsan

hough this word may be pronounced with t followed b



In words where the syllable following a velar consonant is spelt ‘an’ or ‘oo’

‘wagon’ wiegon

‘toboggan, 1 sbnq o,

l the more usual pronenciation being




After bilabial consonants, in
words ke

hapn, hiepnin, ribn

we can consider it equally acceptable to pronounce
'- them with syllabic n hapan, haxpaniy, riban




T

In a similar way, after velar consonants in words like

" ‘thicken’, ‘waken,

syllabic n is possible but an is also acceptable.

After £, v, syllabic n is more common than an



(except, as with the other cases described, in word-initial syllables)

Thus ‘seven’, ‘heaven,, ‘often’

sevn hevn. ofn than sevan, hevan, ofan




In ll the cxamples given %0 far the syllabix n has beee following another consonant.
somnetimes it i posssble for another comsoaant 10 precede that consonant, but in this case

2 syllabic consomunt 1 Jess likely %o occur,
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U n uprcﬁ . 2 DIOSIVE, 48 iN

‘Wikton, the prosunciation wilty

is possible. but wilt 2a is also found regularly.

g

' lt' « poecedes, a3 in"Boston’, a final syllabic nasal is less frequent.



while clusters formed by nasal + plosive + svilabic nasal are very unusuak

o —

thus “Minton', ‘lantern’, ‘London’, ‘sbandon’ will normally
| have 3 in the last syllable and be prosounced

mintan, Leatan, [andan, sbendan.

Lthet

nasals also discourage a following plosive plus syllabic nasal, so that for example ‘Camden

is normally pronounced kiemdan.,










hepm

happen= | hapn

hepan




Apmaust

uppermost —

APaMaUst




Is
52
velar na
bic

sylla




(hkg

thicken = | Bikan




broken key = hrm@g @it
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5, the syllabic r is very common .

5 . Aad
.




e ')N‘jm,\ ONS OF SYLLABIC
G SONANTS

1o ﬁnd two syllabic consonants

JBC the “schwa™ vowel is very very weak.




VOTESION PROBLEMS AND
FURTHER READING

notons without a full

miliar vith tf > differences between stressed and

stressed and nature o the “schwa”
the same way with “i", "u”

‘© LOGMAN PRONUNCIATION

,0 \ Y

= THE CAMBRIGE ENGLISH
PRONOUNCING DICTIONARY













Meitton exereise




EIETHCU ST probiem of the boat was
T leak
SRk probl o m N

I3 patik)ala problam av 0a baut waz 2 lizk

D | w2z

s




B FODENING The bottie presented no

dithculty
EEAY Ot przntdn df k

2 aupnin Oa bot] prizentid nav difiklti

————
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. W.';‘T’:l“ nuYI oA government s pro

1 de uNe
‘\ r 2 m
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M owioit taomerk 3 kalek o ta kava 01 1kspensiz

(also possible: klckn)




n ol .

> famn)i Oet ararvd a1 3 hatbar at Oi eds av 0 mauntin

(also possible: ha:br)




