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Administrative Law
Concepts and features 
Definition  of Administrative law:
In common and universally accepted usage, the concept of Administrative Law has come to mean the whole body of laws relating to public administration. According to Barhthelemy “Administrative Law is the sum-total of the principles according to which the activity of the services, other than judicial, concerned with the execution of law is exercised. It is one of the two branches of Public Law, the other being the Constitutional Law.” Constitutional Law lays down the organization and powers of the governmental machinery.

In a broad sense, Administrative Law relates to the organization, powers, procedures, personnel, finance and responsibility of all public authorities. In a narrower sense, as the Encyclopedia of Social Sciences records, it means the law of official powers and responsibility or the law which determines the amount of discretion permitted to administrative offices and agencies.

In the context of the French system, the Administrative Law is taken to mean the law according to which actions by the citizens against officials for wrongful acts committed in their official capacity are tried not by ordinary courts of law but by special administrative courts manned by civil servants. Such a view of French Administrative Law was formulated and explained by the English jurist A.V. Dicey

Features of Administrative Law:
Scholars identified three distinguishing features of Administrative Law:
1- By this law, the rights of the state are determined by a special body of law and rules which are not applicable to the ordinary citizens.

2- The ordinary courts have no jurisdiction in cases in which the state or state officials in their official capacity are a party. Such cases are tried by administrative courts consisting of state officials instead of judges.

3- As an inference, Dicey thought that a special protection is given to officials in France for acts performed in their official capacities.

The French System of Administrative Law relates to the following:
- Position and responsibility of the Government officials.

- Relations between the citizens and the officials of the state, their rights and duties.

- The method through which the Government officials can exercise their rights and perform their duties and the people may know as to what and to which extent these rights and duties are going to influence their behavior.

- The officials of the state are governed by administrative law as applied by administrative courts. The ordinary people are beyond the scope of Administrative Law.

- In case of any dispute regarding the jurisdiction of Ordinary and Administrative courts, the Court of Conflicts has the power to resolve the dispute. The Council of State from the side of the administrative courts and the Court of Cassation from the side of the ordinary courts, send three representations each to the Court of Conflicts. The Court of Conflicts takes the help of three other members for resolving the disputes. The Minister of Justice is the President of this court.

- Administrative courts decide cases involving indiscipline or misconduct on the part of officials.

Thus in France, a distinction is made between the officials and ordinary citizens in respect of the securing of their rights and duties. However, this does not involve any discrimination between ordinary citizens and officials in the sphere of administration of justice
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