21. Syllabic Consonants

Objective: This lesson explains to learners that the concept of 'syllabic’, or
syllabic segments is not constrained to vowels alone, but certain number of
consonants can stand as peaks.

Syllabic Consonants refer to those segments where no vowel is found, and
where the consonant itself stands a peak. The nasals and laterals, and the
retroflex r can be syllabics.

21.1. Syllabic /n/

cotton maiden Britain sudden nation

‘kotn ‘'meidn 'britn ‘sadn ‘nafnl

Kitten beaten brighten mutton patient

"kitn "bi:tn 'braitn 'matn ‘perfnt

lesson prison reason present caution

‘lesn 'prizn ‘'ri:zn ‘preznt 'ko:fn

botany monotony president

"botni ma'notni "prezidnt

Threaten threatening

‘Oretn "Oretnin

seven heaven often

'sevn 'hevn 'pfn



We do not find n after | f &g

swollen kitchen pigeon

'swaulan ‘kifan 'pidzan

happen happening ribbon

"haepan "haepniy 'riban

"haepn "heepniy ‘ribn

"O1kan "werkan

'01kn "weikn '61kn ‘weiky
Nasal+plosive+syllabic nasal is very unusual
abandon lantern london

o'baendon ‘leentan ‘landan

2. Syllabic y

‘brouvky ki: n '01kn

3. Syllabic /m/

Call them ko:Im, keep them ki:pm,

Kill them kilm, "Hung them all" haggm ol
Happen "haepm / open the door suvpm da do:(r)
/ 1 am working m w3:Kkin

4. Syllabic r

pr'tikjolr histri or histari Hungary "hangri missionary ‘'mifnri



visionary ‘viznri veteran 'vetrn

‘beto 'leedo 'kava ‘dino / In some regions in Britain, shwa is dropped and
replaced with syllabic

Irl "betr "leedr "kavr "dinr

5. Syllabic /1/

Preceeded by alveolar Consonant

cattle bottle muddle meddle wrestle settle model cradle

‘keetl "botl 'madl "'medl "resl ‘setl "beetl ‘'modl "krerdl

Preceded by alveolar a non-alveolar Consonant

trouble couple people struggle smuggle shackle

‘trabl "kapl ‘pi:pl "stragl 'smagl " feekKI



