
 
 
 
 

21. Syllabic Consonants 

Objective: This lesson explains to learners that the concept of 'syllabic', or 

syllabic segments is not constrained to vowels alone, but certain number of 

consonants can stand as peaks. 

Syllabic Consonants refer to those segments where no vowel is found, and 

where the consonant itself stands a peak. The nasals and laterals, and the 

retroflex r can be syllabics. 

21.1. Syllabic /n/ 

cotton maiden Britain sudden nation 

ˈkɒtn ˈmeɪdn ˈbrɪtn ˈsʌdn ˈnæʃnl 

kitten beaten brighten mutton patient 

ˈkɪtn ˈbiːtn ˈbraɪtn ˈmʌtn ˈpeɪʃnt 

lesson prison reason present caution 

ˈlesn ˈprɪzn ˈriːzn ˈpreznt ˈkɔːʃn 

botany monotony president 

ˈbɒtni məˈnɒtni ˈprɛzɪdnt 

Threaten threatening 

ˈθretn ˈθretnɪŋ 

seven heaven often 

ˈsɛvn ˈhɛvn ˈɒfn 



 
 
 
 

We do not find n after l ʧ ʤ 

swollen kitchen pigeon 

ˈswəʊlən ˈkɪʧən ˈpɪʤən 

happen happening ribbon 

ˈhæpən ˈhæpnɪŋ ˈrɪbən 

ˈhæpn ˈhæpnɪŋ ˈrɪbn 

ˈθɪkən ˈweɪkən 

ˈθɪkn ˈweɪkn ˈθɪkŋ ˈweɪkŋ 

Nasal+plosive+syllabic nasal is very unusual 

abandon lantern london 

əˈbændən ˈlæntən ˈlʌndən 

2. Syllabic ŋ 

ˈbrəʊkŋ kiː ŋ ˈθɪkŋ 

3. Syllabic /m/ 

Call them kɔːlm, keep them ki:pm, 

kill them kɪlm, "Hung them all" hʌŋgm ɔːl 

Happen ˈhæpm / open the door ǝʊpm ðə dɔː(r) 

/ I am working m wɜːkɪŋ 

4. Syllabic r 

prˈtɪkjʊlr hɪstri or hɪstəri Hungary ˈhʌŋgri missionary ˈmɪʃnri 



 
 
 
 

visionary ˈvɪʒnri veteran ˈvɛtrn 

ˈbɛtə ˈlædə ˈkʌvə ˈdɪnə / In some regions in Britain, shwa is dropped and 

replaced with syllabic 

/r/ ˈbɛtr ˈlædr ˈkʌvr ˈdɪnr 

5. Syllabic /l/ 

Preceeded by alveolar Consonant 

cattle bottle muddle meddle wrestle settle model cradle 

ˈkætl ˈbɒtl ˈmʌdl ˈmɛdl ˈrɛsl ˈsɛtl ˈbætl ˈmɒdl ˈkreɪdl 

Preceded by alveolar a non-alveolar Consonant 

trouble couple people struggle smuggle shackle 

ˈtrʌbl ˈkʌpl ˈpiːpl ˈstrʌgl ˈsmʌgl ˈʃækl 

 


